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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? 

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is 
followed by a brief (up to 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The 
purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the 
sources cited. 

 

ANNOTATIONS VS. ABSTRACTS 

Abstracts are the purely descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal 
articles. Annotations are descriptive and critical; they expose the author's point of view, clarity and 
appropriateness of expression, and authority. 

 

THE PROCESS 

Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise 
exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research. 

First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful 
information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. Then choose those 
works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic. 

Cite the book, article, or document using the appropriate style. 

Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. The 
annotation could do one or more of the following: (a) evaluate the authority or background of the 
author, (b) comment on the intended audience, (c) compare or contrast this work with another you 
have cited, (d) explain how this work illuminates your bibliography topic. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH AND CITATIONS 

For guidelines in research, writing and citations check the Research and Citation Resources compiled 
by the OWL Online Writing Lab (Purdue University).  

 

 
 

A sample annotated bibliography entry is shown on the following page.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/


 

SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE 

 

 

Grennes, T. (2003). Creative destruction and globalization. Cato Journal, 22 (3), 543 – 558. 
Retrieved from http://www.cato.org/pubs/journal/cj22n3/cj22n3-10.pdf 

 

 This journal article reiterated the OECD’s belief that the links between advancing technologies 
and job destruction are ‘creative destruction’. The author believes that this creative 
destruction is essential to economic growth. The destruction that this author writes of is as a 
direct result of globalization: a step towards an equal world in terms of trade and economies, 
but a hardship for small local businesses. 

I found this source to be extremely informative and relevant to my topic. The author, Thomas 
Grennes, is a Professor of both Economics and Agricultural and Resource Economics at North 
Caroline State University. Grennes provides a useful history of job creation and job destruction 
as a result of new innovations in technology and used some not-so-recent examples (such as 
the dishwasher making human dishwashers redundant) to reinforce the point that with every 
new technological innovation comes job losses but also job creation. 
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http://www.cato.org/pubs/journal/cj22n3/cj22n3-10.pdf

